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designed by Haig, and to him alone belongs the
credit both for their inception and their execution.

Battle of Bapaume, zotk-gist August.   Battle of
Arras, 28th August-srd September

On the 20th of August, the Army immediately
on the north wing of the battlefield of 8th August
was thrown into the struggle in the Albert-
Bapaume area, followed, four days later, by the
Army still further to the north in the Arras area.
By the early days of September, as the result of
four weeks5 fierce effort, the British had driven
the Germans back through all the blood-soaked
area of the Somme battle,- and stood against the
great fortified Hindenburg line protecting the
vital railway communications by which alone the
German Armies in northern France could receive
their supplies.

The defensive system now known as the Hinden-
burg line was in actual fact not a line at all, but
a vast defensive zone fortified by a very skilfully
designed series of successive entrenched lines.
The construction had been commenced by the
Germans in the early days of 1916, with the
double purpose of meeting the threat of an Allied
attempt on the Somme area, and of permitting
the Germans, if circumstances so demanded, to
contract the extent of their front by a voluntary
withdrawal to its protection, and thus set free
troops for service elsewhere.

It had been enlarged, and extended and per-
fected during the succeeding years, and now